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Wild Rivers Conservancy is the official non-profit partner of the St. Croix National Scenic Riverway

Board of Directors

2025, Current

Brynn Albrecht | Mahtomedi, MN

Tom Bader | Stillwater, MN

Nancy Beiersdorf (Treasurer) | Grant Township, MN
Doug Blanke | Stillwater, MN

Deborah Borek, M.D. | Osceola, WI

Bill Buell | Grant, MN

Glenn Ciegler | Stillwater, MN

Loralee DiLorenzo (Chair) | Marine on St. Croix, MN
Dawn Georgieff | St. Paul, MN

Dorothy Goldie (Vice Chair) | St. Paul, MN

Craig Hamer | Lakeland, MN

Einar Hanson | Hudson, WI

Krista Hoeschen | St. Louis Park, MN

Mark Holloway | St. Paul, MN

Betsy Kremser (Secretary) | Osceola, WI

Sarah Lovegreen | Minneapolis, MN

Jennifer Mason, Ed. D. | Hudson, WI

Kristina Smitten | Marine on St. Croix, MN

Brian Van Abel | Scandia, MN
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Our Vision

Athriving watershed, forever accessible, scenic and wild.

Our Mission

Inspire stewardship to forever ensure the rare ecological

integrity of the St. Croix and Namekagon Riverway.

Staff

2025, Current

Matt Poppleton, Executive Director
Owen Anderson, Outdoor Program Coordinator

Rose Armstrong, Environmental Educator, Seasonal
Alex Bouthilet, Seed Farm Manager

Presley Hasse, Native Mussel Technician, Seasonal
Jennifer Hutchins Farrell, Business Manager
Will Jenkins, Director of Development
Hanna Mierow, Development Associate
Alexis Monti, Climate Resiliency Specialist
Katrina Schlicker, Environmental Education Coordinator
Tanner Stofferahn, Communications &

Marketing Coordinator
Sierra Stukenholtz, Volunteer Coordinator
Wendy Tremblay, Community Engagement Manager
Kylee Wesbrook, Invasive Species Field Technician
Marc White, Natural Resources Manager
October Yates, Outdoor Program Specialist, Seasonal

Maria Young, Invasive Species Coordinator




R
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As we reflect on 2024, we’re filled with gratitude for the people, places, and partnerships that make
our work possible. This has been a year of transition, growth, learning, and renewed momentum as
we continue to steward the St. Croix and Namekagon Rivers with shared purpose and care. We cele-
brated the retirement of Deb Ryun after 15 years of dedicated leadership and organizational growth,
and honored Bethany Cox as she transitioned from her role as Director of Development to serve as a
Washington County Commissioner. In this spirit of change, we welcomed Matt Poppleton as the Con-
servancy’s second Executive Director and hiring Will Jenkins as our new Director of Development,
each bringing fresh energy and commitment to the work ahead.

We often describe the Watershed as an interconnected system, where every tributary, wetland, and
forest contributes to the health of the whole. The same is true of our work. Like a living ecosystem,
our impact depends on the relationships that sustain it, between the Conservancy and the St. Croix
National Scenic Riverway, between volunteers and staff, and between supporters like you and the
places you love.

This year, our community engagement efforts expanded meaningfully. Our volunteer program
evolved into a strong, structured network supporting everything from invasive species control to
education and outreach. We celebrated 10 years of our internship program, which continues to shape
future conservation leaders. A new position was added to increase or capacity across our Explore
Wild Rivers outdoor programming. New and inclusive programming, from fireside conversations to
classroom connections created more ways for people to experience and care for the Riverway.

Our conservation work also reached important milestones. With the help of 20 trained volunteers
(also known as Beetle Parents!), we released over 7,000 beetles to combat purple loosestrife. We
expanded zebra mussel monitoring and collaborated with partners to protect high-priority lands
through conservation easements and acquisitions. A major highlight came in August when the St.
Croix National Scenic Riverway was designated a Climate Friendly Park—affirming our shared com-
mitment to long-term sustainability and resilience.

While we celebrate these successes, we remain clear-eyed about the challenges ahead. The St. Croix
watershed continues to face growing pressures that demand ongoing vigilance, education, and stew-
ardship. Park visitation is rising, but federal support has not kept pace, creating uncertainty for the
future of this national treasure. In response, we are doubling down on our values, on strong partner-
ships, and on the power of this community to create lasting change.

Every step forward this year has been powered by people—by you. Your belief in our mission, your
passion for the Riverway, and your continued support drive everything we do. The St. Croix and
Namekagon Rivers belong to all of us, and protecting them is both a shared responsibility and a
shared joy. We’re honored to be on this journey with you. Together, we’ll continue building a thriving
watershed, forever accessible, scenic, and wild, for generations to come.

Matt Poppleton Loralee DiLorenzo Craig Hansen
Executive Director Board Chair Superlntendgnt
Wild Rivers Conservancy Wild Rivers Conservancy St. Croix National

Scenic Riverway
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ANOTHER REWARDING YEAR OF WORKING
TOWARD A THRIVING WATERSHED, FOREVER
ACCESSIBLE, SCENIC AND WILD

This year has been full of inspiring moments across our environmental education, natural
resources, and volunteer programs. From hands-on learning experiences in local schools to
habitat restoration projects, our team and partners have made a real impact in the Riverway.

St. Croix Youth Summit

450 students showed up to learn from experts about the nature around them and

what they can do to help support their communities in protecting those resources.
Our Keynote, Cash Daniels, gave an inspiring talk about what anyone, regardless of
age, can do to protect their precious places.

Cash is a public speaker, author, photographer, nonprofit co-found-
er, and award-winning conservationist. Cash is all about taking
action to clean up the Tennessee River. He has spoken at city coun-
cil meetings, local authorities such as Tennessee Wildlife Resourc-
es Agency, state park rangers, and legislators, as well as schools to
address the need for conservation and believes no matter your age or
abilities, you can make a difference.

Learn more about St. Croix Youth Summit:
wildriversconservancy.org/learn-explore/rivers-are-alive/

10 Years of
Summer Interns

Jaime Webb, a 2024 Communications
Intern, told the story of 10 years of our
joint intern program, through an online
story-map. This program has not only
supported the Riverway and the Nation-
al Park Service, but many interns have
gone on to have impactful careers in
conservation work.

In 2024, we had 11 summer interns,
building much needed capacity for in-
vasive species projects, staffing the vis-
itor centers, supporting field trips and
education experiences, assisting the
park’s land use management initiatives,
and creating inclusive programming.

Learn more about the joint Internship
Program:
wildriversconservancy.org/internships
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72 Programs offered

58 General public (81%)
14 Partner events (19%)
1,319 Total participants

Sharing Common
Ground

Our Summer Campfire Connections series,
a new style of events aimed to connect
communities along the Riverway with lo-
cal traditions, stories, recreation activi-
ties and art to promote equitable use of
our beloved resource. Other initiatives to
strengthen community connections in-
cluded our Jr. Ranger Angler programs,
Advancement of Hmong Americans over-
night camping paddle and a fall paddle
with the Intramural Friendship League.

Photo: O. Yates

Programs for All

With a mission of outdoor adventures for all,
our Explore Wild Rivers program connected
over 1,300 individuals to Riverway recreation
and learning. Our focus on offering accessi-
ble, affordable, and inclusive experiences.

Focused on first-time park visitors and un-
der-served communities, participants have
enjoyed birding, kayaking, camping, snow-
shoeing, hiking, ice fishing, and shore fishing.
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Riverway
Volunteers

Our joint volunteer program with the St.
Croix National Scenic Riverway continued
to create adirectimpact through projects
and activities. Volunteers contributed to
critical capacity building while also forg-
ing a deeper community bond with the
Riverway. Every volunteer hour reported
helps the program secure valuable fund-
ing that can be used to purchase tools
and supplies, support training programs,
and enhance our overall ability to serve
the community and the Riverway.

302 Riverway Volunteers in 2024
5,894 Volunteer hours
$197,390 Value of volunteer service

Learn more about our volunteer program:
wildriversconservancy.org/volunteer/

PhotoxP. Wintersteen

Namekagon River Cleanup

Over 80 volunteers came together to make the 2024 Namekagon River 83 Volunteers

Cleanup our most well attended volunteer program to date. Each year this 500 Volunteer hours

event provides to an opportunity to come together as a volunteer commu- 20 Large bags of trash removed
nity for the Namekagon. Special thank you to our friends at the National

Park Service and Hayward Fly Fishing Co. for making this a perennially

successful event.

Join us for the 2025 Cleanup on Saturday, September 6th:
wildriversconservancy.org/events/
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2346 acres through fee-title ach|S|t|on

and 24.74 miles of shoreline.
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A Healthy Watershed Vision

Permanently protecting high priority habitat within the St. Croix River watershed through
conservation easements and fee title acquisitions, is a cost-effective strategy to conserve
fish, game, and wildlife, including threatened or endangered species. Protected lands
have been identified and prioritized through state, regional, and local natural resource
plans due to their high biodiversity, connectivity, and ability to preserve habitat for spe-
cies of greatest conservation needs. The project area has a mixed representation of exten-
sive forestland, brushland, prairie, oak savanna, wetlands, and riparian habitats. These
habitats are home to 195 documented endangered, threatened and special concern spe-
ciesincluding; lake sturgeon, wood turtle, Blanding’s turtle, gray wolf, bald eagle, osprey,
sandhill crane, trumpeter swan, yellow rail, and sharp-tailed grouse. The St. Croix wa-
tershed is globally recognized for its mussel diversity with 51 documented native mussel
species, including five listed as federally endangered, and 23 state-listed species. The
project area also contains a significant amount of high-quality brushland and regenerat-
ing forestland habitat critical to the breeding success of the golden-winged warbler.




Raising Beetles
With a Big Appetite

The Conservancy and the NPS co-managed volun-
teer program, Riverway Volunteers, recruited 20
volunteers to raise and release Galerucella bee-
tles as a biocontrol for purple loosestrife.

Galerucella beetles are a genus of beetles native
to Eurasia that are known to consume only pur-
ple loosestrife. These beetles feed on the leaves
and shoots of purple loosestrife and decrease
their seed output. By helping to raise and release
Galerucella beetles, volunteers are actively con-
tributing towards a healthy watershed rich in na-
tive plant diversity.

In2024, 20 volunteers dedicated 208 hours to rais-
ing and releasing over 7,000 beetles across eight
high-priority sites throughout the St. Croix River
watershed in Minnesota. Funding for this project
was provided by the Minnesota Environment and
Natural Resources Trust Fund as recommended
by the Legislative-Citizen Commission on Minne-
sota Resources.

Learn more about the purple loosestrife
biocontrol project:
wildriversconservancy.org/biocontrolproject

Photos: S. Stukenholtz, E. McKeown

[Top] A purple loosestrife rootstock plant is dug up to for
the 2024 beetle rearing season.

[Middle] Invasive Species Coordinator, Maria Young,
demonstrates how to set up the plant netting the beetles
will live in until release day, to our volunteer beetle par-
ents.

[Bottom] Summer Invasive Species Interns Alyssa and Ajoi
hold beetles as they prepare for a 2024 beetle release day.
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Staying on Top of
Aquatic Invasive Species

Each summer, Wild Rivers Conservancy partners with the Na-
tional Park Service, the Minnesota and Wisconsin Departments
of Natural Resources, lake associations, and others to conduct
monitoring efforts for zebra mussels throughout the St. Croix
watershed. Multiple spots along rivers and lakes are sampled
through veliger tows, which help capture the microscopic veli-
gers, or mussel larvae, at an early stage in their development.
Since zebra mussels release their veligers when the water is at
a certain temperature between late June and late July, early
detection efforts during this time help inform management de-
cisions and protect native species.

Our Invasive Species team sampled 66 lake and river sites
throughout the watershed for zebra mussels and spiny water
fleas

Thanks to this diligent focus on protecting the Watershed,
these samples resulted in the discovery of four new popula-
tions of zebra mussel veligers, including Upper St. Croix Lake.

[Top] Summer Intern Ajoi, sprays a col-
lected sample, to ensure any zebra mussel
veligers are washed free of the collection
netting and into the sample vessel.

[Middle] Invasive Species Coordinator, Ma-
ria Young, notes samples collected. Multi-
ple samples are collected from a body of
water to ensure accurate monitoring.

[Bottom] Summer Intern Alyssa, holds the
netting used during a veliger tow. This is
lowered through the water column to cap-
ture any zebra mussel veligers drifting in
the water.

Photos: Wild Rivers Conservancy



St. Croix National Scenic
Riverway Designated a
Climate Friendly Park

The Climate Friendly Parks program helped the Riverway cre-
ate an action plan (planning session pictured left) to reduce
negative impacts on the climate, served as the motivation to
identify funding from outside the NPS, and helped establish
a framework for modeling good environmental practices. By

joining this program, the Riverway is making important efforts
to become more eco-friendly and take better care of the envi-
ronment. The park will work to reduce pollution, cut down on
waste, and educate park workers and visitors about climate
change and what they can do to help.

The status as a Climate Friendly Park gave the Park opportuni-
ties to apply for funding which has enabled purchasing of four
electric vehicles and their charging stations, conduct an ener-
gy audit, and reduce reliance on gasoline powered equipment.

The Conservancy partnered with Xcel Energy and the Nation-
al Park Foundation on the installation of charging stations for
National Park Service vehicles. This drastically reduces the
cost and emissions from traveling the Riverway.
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Comprehensive River Management
Planning Process | 2024 Listening Sessions

o
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Inthefall of 2024, four listening sessions were held to give
the public opportunity to comment on initial concepts
of the Comprehensive River Management Plan (CRMP).
Over 150 engaged members of the public attended the
in-person presentations, and additional comments were
able to be submitted through an online portal.

The plan, once complete, will guide NPS actions and
decisions regarding the St. Croix and Namekagon rivers
for the foreseeable future. Input and engagement from
stakeholders, partners, and the public will help the NPS
develop and build this plan.

Superintendent Hansen explains the
management decision points the Park is
considering when formulating the CRMP.
Attendees were able to ask questions in an
open house format.

Ofe%+100 Scan or visit the NPS website to learn

%:ﬂi\?j%ﬁ, more about the CRMP.
E]‘cx-‘ﬁu,w% https://parkplanning.nps.gov/sacnriverplan




2024 FISCAL YEAR FINANCIAL REPORT

ExXpenses

83%
12%
5%

$1,538,533

Program Services
Administration
Fundraising

Total Expenses

Income

32%
18.5%
34%
7%
4%
3%
1.5%

$1,841,079

Direct Public Support
Government Grants & Agreements
Foundations & Grants
Fundraising Events & Activities
Giftin Kind

Program Service Revenue
Investments & Other

Total Income

Fundraising

Administration

/

Program Services

Direct Public Support

/

Investments & Other
/ Program Service Revenue
, Giftin Kind
Fundraising Events &
Activities

Foundations & Grants

Government Grants & Agreements

Assets

$616,369
$234,461
$42,797

$893,579

Current Assets
Other Assets
Property & Equipment

Total Assets

Liability & Equity

$14,084
$234,926
$249,010
$342,023

$893,579

Accounts Payable

Other Current Liabilities
Total Current Liabilities
Net Assets

Total Liabilities and Equity
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2024 FINANCIAL SUPPORTERS

Your support matters to us. This list represents gifts given from January 1, 2024 through December 31,
2024, and includes in-kind and memorial gifts. Every attempt was made to ensure the accuracy of this list.
We sincerely regret any errors or omissions. You may call our Development office at 715-483-3300 with

questions or corrections.

$10,000 +

Anonymous [5]

Colleen & Patrick Bollom

Dr. David and Sandy Brandt

Patrick & Aimee Butler Family Foundation
Fredrikson & Byron

Julia Kaemmer Fund of HRK Foundation
Carson and Amanda Kipfer

Microsoft

Thomas and Dianne Polasik

Sam and Angela Schillace

St. Croix Valley Foundation

Brian Van Abel

$9,999 - 5,000

Andersen Windows and Doors

Sally Arneson and Steve Scallon

Best Buy

Doug Blanke

David and Patricia Borchert

Deborah Borek

David Cross

Loralee and Gene DiLorenzo

Peter and Mary Gove

The Hall Family Foundation

Craig and Monica Hamer

Paula and Doug Hemer

Friends of Interstate and Straight
Lake State Parks

Betsy Kremser

Bill and Alida Messinger

Jan and Rick Neville

John Stoklosa and Nancy Cole

Stantec

Strobel & Hanson, P.A.

Tom and Laura Swain

Mary Uppgren and David Drysdale

John Velin and Jane Harper

John and Grace Wachlarowicz

$4,999 - 2,500

Art and Sandy Anderson

Anoka-Hennepin Independent
School District

Bill and Ginny Buell

Kevin Callahan

Glenn and Keri Ciegler

Jim Dorsey and Dee Gaeddert

Trisha Duncan

Jim and Judy Freund

Michael and Dawn Georgieff
Dorothy Goldie

Gail Hanson

Hayward Fly Fishing Company
Mark and Jean Hoffman

Christina and Dwight Porter

Le Chameau

Richard and Sally Leider

Jennifer and Scott Mason

Jeanne and Jack Matlock

John and Deidre Mead

Michael and Dawn Georgieff
Mountain Valley Charitable Fund

Josie Holman and Gerry Mrosla
Deb Ryun and Steve Rassler
Lee Lynch and Terry Saario
David Sonstegard

Stillwater Area Schools

Tina and Brett Swanson

Taylors Falls Scenic Boat Tours
& Canoe Rental

Gerald and Nancy Viebrock
Presbury West

$2,499 - 1,000

Anonymous [3]

Thomas Anderson and Nancy Conger
Brynn Albrecht

Brian and Bonnie Alton

Jean Appert

Chuck and Peg Arnason

Tom Bader and Meg Capra-Bader
Ron and Terry Barczak

Kris Berggren and Ben Olk

Erik and Vicki Bergstedt

Lloyd and Shelley Brandon
Randall Clary and Lisa Etzwiler
Richard Burton and Jackie Cronin
Mary Croft

Ward Denaway and Mary Ippel
Emmons & Olivier Resources, Inc.
First State Bank and Trust

Susan and Wendell Fletcher
Great River Energy

John Goodfellow and Kirsten Vadheim
Terry and Colleen Gorham

David and Katherine Griffith
Jennifer Gross

Roger Hale and Nor Hall

Richard and Kathryn Hansen
Kathy Harker and Curt Moe
Michael and Lindsay Herbert
John and Diane Herman

Mary Abbe Hintz

Mark and Briley Holloway
Harrison Hutter

Daniel Jansen

Esther Kellogg

Todd King

Mark and Deborah Kravik

Parke Kunkle

Bridget and Ross Levin

Lee Lewis and Steve Bubul

Sarah Lovegreen

Lisa Lundell and Paul May

Nancy and Kevin Manley

Marine Area Community School #4254

Daniel and Nan McGuiness

Susan Miles and Bob Wilmers

Richard and Valerie Moore

Catherine Nelson

David and Marla Olson

Richard and Norene Petrick

Piper Sandler Companies

Terry and Sharon Poppleton

Public Lands Alliance

Catharine Reid

Neil and Stephanie Riley

River Market Community Co-op

Royal Credit Union

Dr. Thomas Rumreich and Ruth Ronning

Dr. Steve and Donna Schletty

School District of Osceola

SF Insurance Group

Amy Short and Tom Sedlack

Victoria A Slagle

Matt Spector and Lisa Vincent

Ernie Steck

David Stephens and Susan Ferron

Jon and Jane Stillman

Heidi and Michael Stofferahn

Kurt and Susan Sroka

Terra Firma Building and Remodeling
Cooperative

UHG

Joyce and Tony Vavoulis

Merry Vinette

John and Gracy Waugh

Wealth Enhancement Group Community
Fund

Weekes Family Foundation

Fritz West

Michael Wilhelmi and Anne Bunkers

Philip Willkie

Xcel Energy

$999 - 500

45th Parallel Distillery

Alexis Bailly Vineyard

Lori Ames

Angry Minnow

Cathy Anson and Peter Vaughan
David Babcock

Nan Bailly and Sam Haislet



Belwin Conservancy

Eric Berg

William and Marsha Beyer

Brad and Sonia Borg

Clifton Brittain and Peggy Ladner
Melissa Brown

Amanda and Ben Burgdorf
Elizabeth Burnett

Pat and Jack Cahoon

Linda Campbell and Fred Quirsfeld
Katie Clapp and Mark Ward

Tim Conlan and Margaret Wieners
Fuller and Connee Cowles

Jane S. Cowles

Adam and Bethany Cox

Bernard and Michele Drevnick
Judy Erickson and Jim Birkholz
Randy Ferrin and Kathy Trombly-Ferrin
Philip and Joanne Fabel

Forged Guides

Forest Lake/Forest View PTA

Tudy Fowler

Frederic School District

Gilbert Giving Fund

Dan Guenthner and Margaret Pennings
Dante Germain Glass

Hayward Middle School

Delaney Household

Mary Goldstein

Patrick and Martha Gerkey

Donald Greenebaum and Beth Honetschlager

Linda Hall

Jon Haven and Becky Clapp Haven
Linda Helland

Richard Holloway

Ice Age Trail Alliance

Donald Janes

Joseph and Suzanne Johnson
Kevyn Juneau

Larry Karnitz and Sara Felts

Leon and Susan Kramer

Andrew and Karen Kramer
Michael Kuske

Lift Bridge Builders

Jim and Kristen Lindberg

Mike and Nancy Lyner

LS Black Constructors

Mel Maher

Robert and Jane Marquard

Beth McCartan

Sarah McKenzie and Mark Conrad
Pat and Terri McKeown

Merrill Lynch

Medtronic Foundation

Shellee Mierow

Stuart Milsten and Nicole Emery
W. Earl Morren and Vera Ming Wong
National Parks Conservation Association
National Park Friends Alliance
Stu and Caroline Neville

Gary Noren and Marty Harding
Tom and Johanna Omdahl

Linda Pascoe

Doug Plunkett

Prairie Restorations, Inc

Tom Quinn and Sue Lamoureux
Peter and Anne Reich

James Reid

Harriet Rice

Peter, Patsy, and Sarah Riley

Lisa Schlingerman and Craig Christensen
School District of New Richmond
School District of Amery

School District of River Falls

Ryan Schassen

Daniel Schmit and Mary McGurran
Laurie Schmidt and Jeff Comins
David Shanteau and Madeleine Kerr
Leonard and Sandra Snellman
Michael and Pamela Smith

Kristina Smitten

Nancy Speer and Jim Shaver
Laurel Stiebler and Dennis Skrade
Steve Suby and Susan Logan

Tom H. Swain

Bonnie Swanson

Lori Swanson and Daniel Anderson
Sweetbriar Ridge

Sally and Arkady Synhavsky
Michael and Barbara Teff

Kary and Andrew Thelander

Kristin Tuenge

Unity School District

Scott and Nancy Walcker

Larry and Mary Whitaker

Dan and Ruth Ann Willius

Jeffrey Willius and Sally Gibson
David Wiseman

Curtis West

$499 - 250

Paul and Kristin Ammerman
Linnea and Bruce Anderson
Michael and Carole Anderson
Baztec Fishing & Outdoors
Bending Branches & Aqua Bound
Boston Scientific

Robert and Barbara Borchert
Del and Colleen Blocher
Janine and Tom Braman
Katelyn and Joe Claeys

Dave and Sue Clausen
Thomas and Angie Conley
Susan and David Crowell
Carol Dahl

Donna Dalton and Jeff Brower
Deluxe Corporation

Susan and Bill Dustin

Karina Eversley

Fishing for All LLC

Fleet Farm - HUD

Roger and Leslie Frick

Kit and Lora Friedemann
Scott and Amy Frischmon
Garden Gate at Crabtree’s
Sally and Bill Giese

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Gilbertson
Cindy and John Gilpin

Dan and Andie Goff

David Graham and Therese Pautz
Jill Greenhalgh and Rolf Dittman
Gerry Gunderson

Karen and Craig Hansen

Mike and Cindy Harriage
Kathy Haines

H.B. Fuller Company

Tom Hecht and Sue Burrows
Jeff and Lucy Heegaard

Becky Hendrickson

Krista Hoeschen

Richard Ihrig and Dr. Colleen Cooper
Sandy and Tim Iverson

Dana Jackson

James and Elizabeth Tobin Memorial Fund
Sara Jesperson

Ronald K. Johnson

Tom Kigin and Donna Avery
Kimberly-Clark

Gerhard Koosmann

Dan Koski

Leah Kuypers

Christine Lee

Brian Leitch

Heather Logelin and Marc Prokosch
Lonnie Lovness and Gordon Maltby
Maribeth Lundeen

Michele and Bob McKenzie

Kami Mendlik

Mulcahy Company

Joel Nelson

Northland Concrete & Masonry

Alice O’Brien Berquist and Charlie Berquist

Jim and Phyllis O’Connor
Christopher and Mary Paul
Mary Pettis and Randy Pearson
Kyle Peterson

Mike Prichard

Matt and Kristen Poppleton
Laurence Reardon

Gaylen and Beth Reetz

Ric Cox Pottery

Patrick Ridgely

Fred and Lakmal Rozumalski
Ruffwear

Vicki J Ryan

Sarah Schmiege

Laura Smith

Bill and Jackie Smith

St. Croix Montessori School
Madison Steffen

Tanner and Valarie Stofferahn
Duncan Storlie

Nathalie Strassheim

Richard Stubbs

Jennifer Terwedo

Peter and Fredrika Thompson
Roger Tobin and Linda Blum
Lee Vue

Kelli Westenberg

John and Susan Weitz

Doug Williams

Penny Van Kampen

$249 - 100

David Adam

Michael Addy and Nancy Johnson
Amy and Dave Anderson
Chauncey Anderson

Emilie Anderson

Laurel Anderson and David Morris
Jill and Gregg Anderson

Andrew Arendt

Christina and Duane Arndt

David Arnold

Pamela Arnold

Ayres Associates

Sandy Ball
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Margaret Beggs Towle

Ann Bellows

Barbara and Harold Bend
Mark Berggren

Bob Bickford

James Bina

Hans Bjornson

Elizabeth Boerger

Megan Boldig

Susan Bosley

Jan Braeunig

Rebecca Brunette

Jeffrey Budde

Dawn Bulera

Burnett County Lakes and Rivers
Keith Cambre

Camp Namekagon

Mark Campbell

Carciofini Company

Ben Carlson

Bob and Roxie Carlson

Carol Carlson

John Caroon

Monika Chandler

Paul Chapman

City of Afton

City of Scandia City Council
Whitney and Sarah Clark

Roy and Linda Close
Elizabeth Closmore

Ann Clowser

Red Bird Concepts

Jill Conda

Gerald and Nancy Condon
Kathleen Conroy

Pat and Sandy Corcoran

Jay and Page Cowles

Mitchell and Mary Cox

Dave Crawford

Jacquelyn Cronin

Janine Cross

Cub Scout Pack 989 Mahtomedi
Guillermo Cuellar and Laurie MacGregor
Michael and Judith Curtis
Darielle Dannen and Michael Broton
Anne DeCoster

Barbara Delaney

Patrick and Sarah Delaney
Jen Demulling

DiaSorin Inc.

Jim and Becky Dibble

Daniel and Cahrene Dimick
Kathryn and John Distel
Pamela and Daniel Donahue
Amy Donovan

Anthony Drollinger

Ron Drude

Ecolab

Chuck and Terry Chism
Daniel Engstrom and Barbara Coffin
Dee Etzwiler and Rob Thallon
Kadie Fredell and Greg Elsner
King Pine Farms

Margaret Farrington

Mary Fernstrum

Roberta and Lynn Freeman
John and Sarah Garrett
Geoffrey Gates and Deborah Rasmussen
Avery Gentle

Greg and Jacqueline Gerard

Susan Gilbert

Mary Gillespie

Daniel Green

Gary Griswold

Juli Hagstrom

Bob and Diane Hagstrom
Barb and Joe Halligan

Einar and Michelle Hanson
Ellen and Henry Hanten
Bryan Hardy

Jim and Roberta Harper

Amy Hartman

Marian Hartman

Steve and Terri Havig

Susan Hedin

Jennifer Hengelfelt

Kathleen and Jeffry Henry
John and Melba Hensel
Jennifer Hochradel

Sarah Atkins Hoggatt

John and Colleen Holmbeck
Amy and Michael Hooley
Kathy and Mike Hopkins
Robert and Judy Horn
Horwitz, LLC

Erik Huber

Patti Hurd and Dean Montour
Tom Irvine

Stephanie Iverson and Doug Lewer
Gerry Jackson

Jamf Software

Brad and Susan Johnson
Johnson & Johnson

Steven and Debra Johnson
Andrea and Jonathan Jorgenson
Daniel Kalmon

Michael Kampmeyer

Julie Kilpatrick and Andy Jenks
Jordan King

Robert King

Judith Kinkead

Kathy Klonecki

Bonnie Kloos

Ted and Rachael Kozlowski
Ron Kroese and Kimberly Colburn
Michael and Diane Kretz

Neil and Deborah Krueger
LakePlace Bed and Breakfast
Girl of 10,000 Lakes

John Lasswell

Bill and Rita Lawson

Debra and Dennis Leberecht
Michael Leadholm and Barbara Eastwold
Kate Lehmann

Bill and Margaret Lindberg
Robert Long

Trudy Lorenz

Elger Lorenzsonn

Ellen Denzer MacSwain

Jean Maher

Major Mechanical, LLC
Russell Manske

Marine Landing LLP

Marine Library Association
Seth Matters

Catherine Mayer

Betsy McCann

Katherine McGill

Joan and Rick Meierotto
Amy Middleton and Therese Durkin

Brian and Susan Mielke
Roxanne Miller

MN Small Cities

Karen and Wayne Monsen
Claudia Morgan

Margaret and William Morris
Bruce Moss

Wendy Moylan

Helena Myers

Jason Obler

Timothy Old and Morgan Clifford
Tim and Francine O’Brien

Jan Parker

Thomas and Kathryn Paskvan
Patagonia

Roger Peck

Solvay Peterson

Pedego Stillwater

Polaris Industries LP

James Price

Pam Rancour

Debora Rasmussen and Perry Nelson
Kristen Rieser

River Crest Parent Teacher Organization
River Siren Brewing Company
Lucy Rogers

Marilyn Rue

Jim and Milice Saxon

Karen Schik and James Martin
School District of Hudson
School District of St. Croix Falls
Andrea Schotzko

Jay Schrader

Susan and Daniel Schultz
Christopher and Dawn Schwab
Science Museum of Minnesota
Norma and Craig Scott

Phil See

Margaret Segall

Jerry Serfling

Jill Shannon

Katie Sieben and Josh Straka
Kirby and Marcia Smith

Erik and Syndie Sorensen

John Spanjers and Michelle Trudeau-Spanjers

Raymond Standke

Carol and William Stauffer
St. Croix 360

St. Croix Mind-Body-Spirit
Cal and SuzAnn Stenso-Velo
William Sukup

Patrick and Nina Swanson
Greig and Leslie Tennis
Mike and Charity Thurston
Michael and Deborah Tobin
Wendy and Steve Tremblay
Trollhaugen

Justin Tweet

United Way St. Croix &

Red Cedar Valleys
Michele Vaillancourt
Village of Milltown
Caroline Vernon
Aaron Von Qualen
Annie Walsh
Meredith Warner
Washburn County Lakes and Rivers

Association
Kevin and Jennifer Weist
Elizabeth Welty



Alan Wiessner

Jerry and Dorothy Wiessner
Steve and Terri Wilcox

Dylan Woehrle and Yasameen Sajady
Wild Mountain

Wild River Outfitters

Sandra and Charles Wilkinson
Margaret Wilson

Michael Woolsey

Marianna Young

Kirstin and Rusty Zaspel

Kava Zabawa and John Bischoff

$§99 - 50

Academy for Sciences and Agriculture
Andrea Adornato

James and Debora Ammons
Emily Anderson

Kim Anderson

Lori and Robert Ayres
Backroads Coffee

Jeffrey Bartynski

Patty Beadle

Pat Block

Teresa Borzcik and Andrew Rabins
Eric Boyles

Ralph Broad

Stacy Buchholz

Mary Burkart

Cafe Wren

Robert and Marjana Callery
Connie & Dave Christianson
Lorinda Clausen

Nick Clementi

John and Anne Collins
Thomas Collins

Sheri Dahlke

Vicki and Troy DeWitt

Greg Dietl

Michael Donnelly

Kenneth Doyle

Nora Dragich

Jodie and John Duntley
Mike Ellingson

Dennis and Kathleen Enstrom
Ed and Kathy Fagerlund
Sheila Fishman

Dennis Freed

Friends Of The Namekagon Barrens
Wildlife Area

Stephanie and Arlo Frost
Michael Gallagher and Linda
Cullen Gallagher

Brady Garnes

Nikita Godette

Tom Goodwin

Kathleen Graham

Cathy Gray

Chrissy Haikel

Megan Hall

Craig Hansen

Ellen and John Harford
Cecily Harris

Dave and Margaret Hayden
Jan Hayman

Greg Hedin

Monty Helm

Sarah Hernandez

Kari & Donald Holmberg - Burger
Kris Horstman

Donald Houpt

Mark Hove

Darla Hughes

Karen Hulstrand

Ferris Ingraham

Curtis and Mary Jo Jackson
Gae and Peter Jarvis
Rebecca Jeffrey

Barb and Greg Johnson
Dean Johnson

Kent and Janice Johnson
Leta L Johnson

Arlene Jones-Swenson
Archie Hazzard Jr

Audry Kahlstrom

Paul Kegel

Rand and Susan Kluegel
Jared Koenigsfeld
Kothe Family

Dylan Landro

Lisa Larson

Michael Leimer

Mitchell Leppicello

Lift Bridge Brewery

Lolo

Dennis Lundblad

John Lyons

Pierre MacGillis

Diane Malfeld

Jim Manning

Marine Mills Folk School
Kirsti Marohn

Raymond and Jacquelyn Marshall
Emilee Martell

Barbara McAfee

Brian McDonough
Hanna Mierow

Clint Miller

Arthur and Mary Monson
Deb Murphy
Namekagon Arts
Mitchell Noah

Jane Norbin

Marlene Nordstrom and Kenneth Wood

Northwood Elementary School
Noreen and Kevin Olson
Marjorie Otto

Our Change Foundation
Michael Patri

Kathryn Paulson

Lameka Pena

Robert and Alice Peters
Nicole Pokorney

Joan and Helmut Porcher
Jared Powell

Peg Powers and Paul Stein
Michael Price

Kathryn Prochnau

Public Lands

Mike Puncochar

Pam and Scott Rasmussen
Tom Reiter and Sharon Miyamoto
Jim Cooper and Cheryl Riley
Monica Robinson

Hillary Roble

Douglas and Susan Rowen
Heather and Andrew Rutledge
Kathy and Doug Scharfenberg

Anne Schmiege

Heather Schroeder

Lauri Schuneman

Sam Schusted

Robert and Mary Shaw
Warren White and Mary Sicora
Robert Siegel

Douglas Seitz and Joan Beaver
Greta Sievers

Cathy Silk

Kris Simon

Carol Skinner

Tate Skogquist

Scott and Paulette Smith
Michael Sonsalla

Jaime Souza

Jennifer Sprengeler
Cheryl and Jack Starr
Arne Stefferud

Carson Stenroos

Sarah Stevenson

Amy Strasheim

Mary Sundberg

Diane Swenson

Harold Teasdale

Lyndon Torstenson

Ann Traylor

Trustage

Unruly Women LLC
Kathleen Vesperman
Village of Osceola

Ben Wagner

Wahoo! Adventures
Melissa Wallace

Graham and Jeri Webster
Nancy and James Whipkey
Catharine White

Dawn White

Cynthia Whiteaker
Nancy Willerscheidt

Linda Williams
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Gifts Given
in Honor Of

Alison Hiltner

Deborah Borek

Mary Daly and Will Rahardjo
Dorothy Goldie

Lea Hall

Jeremy, Sharon, Gavin and
Nicole Hartman

Steve Hendrickson
Richard and Sally Leider
Sheila Maybanks

Rich & Marcia

Julie Nelson

Deb Ryun

Johannes Sandom

Steve Scallon

Tom Swain and Bill Buell
Saul James Tobin

Grants & Agreements

Fred C. and Katherine B. Andersen Foundation

Anonymous
Chisago County, Minnesota

Friends of the St. Croix Wetland Management District

Hispanic Access Foundation
KPMG U.S. Foundation, Inc.
National Park Foundation
National Park Service
National Park Trust

Pine County, Minnesota

Gifts Given in
Memory Of

Georgiana L. Anderson
Genna Anderson and Piers Lewis
Russ and Joanne Bader
Pietro Di Lorenzo

Julio Ellis

Emma and Silas
Anders Engstrom
Sharon Germain

David Hobson

John Holman

Joan Jacobowski

Mike Johnson

Sally Lehmann

Donna Lindgren

Don Lobitz

Arne Long

Bill Lundell

Tom and Ginny McClanahan
Mike McGuire

Walter Mondale
Martha “Martie” Norton
Kristie Palm

Paul Quinn

Steven Riley

Jone See

Gary Stensby

Tyra Stubbs

Randy Thoreson

Kurt Jeffrey Wiessner
Charlie Wikelius

Steve Wolff

St. Croix National Scenic Riverway Fund of the St. Croix
Valley Foundation

The Fredrickson & Byron Foundation

Archie D. and Bertha H. Walker Foundation

Washington County, Minnesota

Wisconsin Bird Conservation Partnership

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

Xcel Energy Foundation

We invite you to continu )
supporting our mlssmn ni___; 0

Donate today with the prq' qi-ed envelope orb
scanning the QR code for our secure onllne don




Since joining the Wild Rivers Conservancy in early 2025, I’ve been truly inspired by the incredible
work we do. This annual report beautifully illustrates the vast impact we achieve, collaborating
closely with our dedicated partners at the National Park Service. Together, we’re ensuring the St.
Croix and Namekagon Riverway remains a pristine and accessible treasure for all.

The past year, 2024, marked a pivotal moment for us. We celebrated numerous accomplishments,
as you’ve seen in these pages, and navigated a significant leadership transition. With Deb Ryun
and Bethany Cox moving on to much earned retirement and civic duties, Matt and I, alongside
our entire leadership team, are now building upon their solid foundation. The Conservancy is
a robust organization, brimming with deeply passionate individuals. Our National Park Service
partners share this unwavering dedication, which is precisely why we can achieve so much vital
work.

The enduring health of the St. Croix and Namekagon Riverway hinges on the commitment of
people like you. Your involvement, whether you volunteer your time, share our story, or contrib-
ute financially, is absolutely imperative to our success. It is because of your generosity that we
can continue to protect these irreplaceable waters, expand opportunities for everyone to enjoy
them, and instill in future generations an appreciation for their significance.

Looking ahead, we sincerely hope you’ll remain connected with us. Please continue to champion
our work, amplify our message, and consider making a donation to help us advance our vision:
A thriving watershed, forever accessible, scenic, and wild.

Thank you for being a key part of our work.

Tl P

Will Jenkins

Director of Development
Wild Rivers Conservancy

19



WILB RIVERS

PO Box 938
Osceola, WI 54020

Printed on sustainably produced paper

715-483-3300
wildriversconservancy.org

@wildriversconservancy

Platinum
Transparency
2024

FOR THE i
PLANET Candid.

Our Fall Fundraiser, Forever Wild, is returning to
Rustic Roots on Thursday, September 11th, 2025

Don’t miss out on this special night of giving for the
Riverway. Purchase your tickets or sponsorship now:
fundraiser.support/wildrivers2025



