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Board of  Directors

Staff

Brynn Albrecht | Mahtomedi, MN

Sally Arneson �| Stillwater, MN

Tom Bader | Stillwater, MN

Doug Blanke | Stillwater, MN

Deborah Borek, M.D. | Osceola, WI

Bill Buell | Grant, MN

Glenn Ciegler | Stillwater, MN

Katelyn Claeys (Treasurer) | Minneapolis, MN

Chad Dayton �| St. Paul, MN

Loralee DiLorenzo (Vice Chair) | Marine on St Croix, MN

Dawn Georgieff | St. Paul, MN

Dorothy Goldie | St. Paul, MN

Craig Hamer | Lakeland, MN

Einar Hanson | Hudson, WI

Krista Hoeschen | St. Louis Park, MN

Mark Holloway | St. Paul, MN 

Betsy Kremser (Secretary) �| Osceola, WI

Sarah Lovegreen | Minneapolis, MN

Stuart Neville (Chair) | Hayward, W 

Ray Ruiz | Minneapolis, MN

Kristina Smitten | Marine on St Croix, MN

Brian Van Abel | Scandia, MN

Deb Ryun, Executive Director

Alex Bouthilet, Seed Farm Manager

Bethany Cox, Director of Development

Jennifer Hutchins Farrell, Business Manager

Hanna Mierow, Development Associate

Alexis Monti, Climate Resiliency Specialist

Katrina Schlicker, Environmental Education Coordinator

Tanner Stofferahn, Communications &  

Marketing Coordinator

Sierra Stukenholtz, Volunteer Coordinator

Wendy Tremblay, Community Engagement Manager

Marc White, Natural Resources Manager

October Yates, Outdoor Program Support, Seasonal

Maria Young, Invasive Species Coordinator

Our Vision
A thriving watershed, forever accessible, scenic and wild.

Our Mission
Inspire stewardship to forever ensure the rare ecological  

integrity of the St. Croix and Namekagon Riverway.

2024,  Current

2024,  Current

Wild Rivers Conservancy is the official non-profit partner of the St. Croix National Scenic Riverway
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We Build together
Deb Ryun, Stuart Neville, and Craig Hansen

Wild Rivers Conservancy of the St. Croix and Namekagon Rivers is steered by sever-
al guiding principles, one of which states that we will collaborate with and empower  
other organizations and individuals rather than work alone. Nowhere is this commitment 
of collaboration more evident than in how we’ve built and continue to grow the thriving  
partnership with the National Park Service at the St. Croix National Scenic Riverway (Riverway).  

This annual report features highlights that we have achieved at the Riverway and through-
out the watershed. We hope you enjoy reading more about these select efforts achieved  
in 2023 in the pages that follow. What’s on the horizon for 2024? New and expanding partnership 
efforts have us excited for an energetic and collaborative year ahead. 

A new internship opportunity has created an inspiring and engaging StoryMap to tell the story of 
our joint internship program with the NPS, highlighting where it started in 2014 and how it has 
grown to its current status. The StoryMap features former interns, showing where they are now  
and how their experience at the Riverway impacted their career or life trajectory. We can’t wait to 
share it with you. 

We are fully committed to being climate friendly. In fact, the NPS started the process to become  
a Climate Friendly Park in 2023 and expect to finalize that plan in 2024. The Climate Friendly Parks 
Program provides national parks with the tools and resources to address climate change and  
ensure the most sustainable operations across the agency.  The Conservancy has been engaged in this  
process, and we have a project in the works that we are excited to share with you soon.  

In partnership with the NPS, the Conservancy will hire additional aquatic invasive species (AIS) staff 
and interns, purchase a mobile decontamination unit, and further expand our established outreach 
and education efforts related to AIS. Our enhanced efforts here are just beginning, and we look  
forward to sharing more in 2024.

Wild Rivers Conservancy has received funding to update the expiring Lake St. Croix Total Maximum 
Daily Load (TMDL) Implementation Plan for Wisconsin. We will bring water quality partners together to  
produce an updated plan to be reviewed and finalized by DNR and EPA. The effort will explore what 
phosphorous reductions have occurred in the watershed since the TMDL was established and update 
the implementation plan for 2025 to 2035.

Working together we accomplish so much more. We hope you enjoy and are inspired by the stories 
shared in this annual report. Continued collaboration is vital to ensuring that this national park  
remains intact forever. We hope you’ll be part of the journey into the future for the Riverway.  
We need you.

Ever Forward,

Deb Ryun
Executive  Director 

Wi ld  Rivers  Co nser vanc y

Stuart Neville 
Board C hai r 

Wi ld  Ri vers  Conser vanc y

Craig Hansen
Super in tendent 

St .  Croix  Nat iona l  

Scenic  River way

Photo: Craig Blacklock
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The Value of RIVERWAY VOLUNTEERS

5,634

319

$179,153

Volunteer hours in 2023

Dollar value of  volunteer service in 2023

Riverway Volunteers in 2023

Did you know that volunteer hours 
are a source of  funding?

“Your time is so valuable to our program, and 

we cannot say enough how much we truly  

appreciate it. Thank you!

To start your volunteering journey, email me at 

volunteer@wildriversconservancy.org”

-Sierra Stukenholtz, Volunteer Coordinator

Your time volunteering not only makes a direct im-
pact through the project or activity you are involved 
with, the hours that you serve as a volunteer also im-
pact the work that we can collectively do through Riv-
erway Volunteers. Each volunteer hour that is report-
ed helps to bring in various funding resources that 
can help provide additional tools and supplies, cover 
training costs, and so much more. 

In 2023, our joint volunteer program impact increased 
thanks the dedication from staff and our Riverway  
Volunteers. As the volunteer program grows, we want 
to create more opportunities for volunteers to give 
back to the Riverway. 

Riverway Volunteers

Scan to read about the positive volunteering experience of Riverway Volunteer Jayne Ann Valley

Xcel employees collecting native prairie seed with seed farm Manager  
Alex Bouthilet. Photo S. Stukenholtz

Photo: S. Stukenholtz

Photo: S. Stukenholtz
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THE STRENGTH IN NUMBERS OF Our Community  

Science BIOCONTROL PROJECT

The solution to invasive species control starts in your backyard. In 2023, 
30 Riverway Volunteers became volunteer scientists and raised, reared, and 
released biocontrol beetles in areas of heavy purple loosestrife populations.

The goal of the Purple Loosestrife Biocontrol Project is to help create  
a more vigorous native plant community within the St. Croix River  
watershed, protect the natural areas, and help restore healthy native habi-
tats.

These 30 volunteers dedicated 233 hours to raising and releasing over 
2,000 beetles across eight high-priority sites throughout the St. Croix River  
watershed in Minnesota. Funding for this project was provided by the  
Minnesota Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund as recommended 
by the Legislative-Citizen Commission on Minnesota Resources.

What is Purple Loosestrife?

The Hungry Galerucella Beetle

2023 Purple Loosestrife Biocontrol  Program Successes

30 VOLUNTEERS 233 Volunteer  

Hours
2,000 + Beetles 

raised & Released

Invasive Species

Purple loosestrife is an invasive 
wetland plant native to Europe 
and Asia that is known for its 
bright purple flowers. Despite 
its beauty, purple loosestrife is 
known to drastically change the 
surroundings by out-competing 
native vegetation and decreasing 
native habitat. 

Galerucella is a genus of beetle native to Eurasia that 
is known to consume only purple loosestrife. Be-
cause of this selective diet and the fact that the bee-
tles cause no threat to native plants in North Ameri-
ca, two species of Galerucella beetle have been used 
as a biological control to diminish the damaging  
effects of purple loosestrife in Minnesota and Wis-
consin since the mid to late 1990’s.

"Leading the Purple Loosestrife Biocontrol 

Project is one of my favorite aspects of my 

job, and it is all because of the volunteers 

who make it possible! Every volunteer I meet 

who is a part of this project truly inspires 

me with their passion for protecting the  

St. Croix river and its natural resources."

- Maria Young | Invasive Species Coordinator

Scan to learn more about 

Purple Loosestrife

Photos: S. Stukenholtz
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In 2023, ten Riverway activities were created through 

collaboration with Hmong community members, 

whose backgrounds ranged from multidisciplinary 

artists, K-12 Hmong immersion teachers, environ-

mental educators, Hmong LGBTQ+ youth advocates, 

and more. 

These Hmong Ambassadors co-created, planned,  

promoted, and led recreation programs through-

out the summer and fall, bringing Hmong youth,  

families, elders, and community members together. 

Together with NPS Park Rangers and Wild Rivers 

Conservancy staff, we engaged participants in kayak 

adventures on the St. Croix, overnight tent camping, 

learning about Monarch butterflies, and creating 

mixed-media nature art using embroidery and nat-

ural materials. Programs utilized Hmong translators 

whenever possible, and organically increased repre-

sentation in the outdoors.

The Hmong community is a large user of the St. Croix and Namekagon rivers due to their  
natural connection to nature and participation in outdoor activities like fishing and hunt-
ing. We’ve collaborated with passionate local Hmong outdoor leaders to continue to increase  
access and create opportunities for the Hmong community to experience and establish  
a positive relationship with the rivers. We launched the Hmong Ambassadors Program to  
facilitate activities along the river for and led by Hmong community members that will foster 
a deeper love and care for the rivers and land and enhance environmental education around 
water quality, land conservation, and watershed stewardship. Through strengthening and  
uplifting our relationship with the Hmong community, we’re supporting the next generation of 
diverse river users to be caretakers of the St. Croix and Namekagon Rivers.

Strengthening Community Connection 
To the St. Croix & Namekagon Riverway

Ambassador Led Programming

NPS Ranger Daniel Peterson holds a completed 
mixed media embroidery art piece, from Kazua  
Melissa Vang’s mixed media event. (Art pictured 
above) 

Community Engagement

Photos: K. Schlicker
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This partnership allows me to continue to dream and connect peo-
ple to important resources. The Conservancy shares similar values 
that I do, and gives me the agency to plan and facilitate program-
ming that MY community sees as important. There is more than 
just connecting my community to the river, the partnership pro-
vides resources that allow further exploration and learning about 
the river and the importance of nurturing this relationship on an 
individual level.”

“

(Left) Hmong Educator Paddle 
Taylors Falls, MN | August 2023 
Photo: Wild Rivers Conservancy

-Kaja Vang ���| 2023 PRIDE Paddle Ambassador

(L to R) Wendy Tremblay, Wild Rivers Conservancy Community Engagement Manager, and Hmong Ambassadors Kaja Vang,  

Pang Bee Xiong, Kazua Melissa Vang,  & Lee Vue pose in front of the Wild Rivers Conservancy office after a planning meeting.
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Our vision of a thriving watershed, forev-
er accessible, scenic, and wild, simply will 
not happen without the support of a diverse 
community of riverway supporters.

Learn more about each of the Hmong  
ambassadors and the 2023 events:

wildriversconservancy.org /about/
hmong-ambassadors/
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NPS hosted a Climate Scenario Planning Work-
shop in May 2023. National Park Service staff 
were joined by partners from Wild Rivers Con-
servancy, the Wisconsin and Minnesota De-
partments of Natural Resources, the University 
of Minnesota, the Great Lakes Indian Fish and 
Wildlife Commission, and the Midwest Climate  
Adaptation Science Center. 

Participants discussed several scenarios — de-
scriptions of different conditions that the River-
way might face—and identified actions that the 
Riverway and partners could take now to prepare 
for a future that looks different than today.

The St. Croix National Scenic Riverway is striv-
ing to become a Climate Friendly Park (CFP). As a 
CFP, the Riverway will join a network of more than 
140 parks nationwide that put climate friendly 
behavior at the forefront of park operations and 
resource management. A Climate Friendly Parks 
workshop was held in 2023 and a plan for the 
Riverway was formulated (coming soon!). 

National Scenic RIVERWAY  

Accomplishments 

The St. Croix National Scenic Riverway, in partnership 
with the Conservancy, held five listening sessions at sev-
eral locations throughout the Riverway in 2023 to inform 
the public about the comprehensive river management 
planning process. At each session, NPS staff gave a short 
presentation about the river management plan and 
the planning process. After the presentation, NPS staff  
engaged in conversation with the public, gathered feed-
back, and answered questions.

The plan, once complete, will guide NPS actions and 
decisions regarding the St. Croix and Namekagon rivers 
for the foreseeable future. Input and engagement from 
stakeholders, partners, and the public will help the NPS 
develop and build this plan.

Osceola Landing is one of the busiest river 
landings and visitor access points along the 
St. Croix River. It has been a long-time goal 
of the National Park Service to improve the 
landing and associated day use area to en-
hance user safety and implement site im-
provements.

After a two-year planning process, construc-
tion began in the fall of 2021 and the day use 
area of the peninsula was closed throughout 
2022 for the rehabilitation. Phase one was 
completed in the summer of 2023. The proj-
ect was split into two phases to support the 
wise investment of federal funding and en-
sure newly built elements are not impacted 
by the future Highway 243 Bridge replace-
ment project.

Osceola Landing Phase 1  
Rehabilitation Complete

Comprehensive River Management 
Planning Process Started in 2023

Collaborating on Climate  
Resiliency Initiatives

https://parkplanning.nps.gov/sacnriverplan

Scan or visit the NPS 

website to learn more 

about the plan.

Making Strides With Our Park Partner

Photo: Craig Blacklock
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Administration

Program Services

Fundraising

Direct Public Support

Government Grants and Agreements

Foundations and Grants

Fundraising Events & Activities

Gift in Kind

Program Service Revenue

Investments & Other 

Total Income

30%

20%

25%

13%

7%

4%

 1%

$1,235,741

Direct Public Support

Government Grants & Agreements

Foundations & Grants

Fundraising Events & 
 Activities

Program Service Revenue

Gift in Kind

Investments & Other

2023 Fiscal Year Financial Report

Accounts Payable

Other Current Liabilities

Total Current Liabilities

Net Assets

Total Liabilities and Equity

$15,415 
$422,498

$$437,913
$342,023

$779,936

Liability And Equity
Current Assets

Other Assets

Property & Equipment

Total Assets

$523,706
$241.425

$14,805

$779,936

Assets

Program Services

Administration 

Fundraising

Total Expenses

83%

12%

5%

$1,325,274

Expenses

Income
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Law Office of Dennis M. Grzezinski
Sara Letourneau
Lee Lewis and Steve Bubul
LS Black Constructors
Jay and Gail Lund
Lisa Lundell and Paul May
Bill and Sue Mack
Marine Area Community School #4254 
Daniel and Nan McGuiness
Rob McKim
Deidre and John Mead
MidWestOne Bank
Susan Miles and Bob Wilmers
Richard and Valerie Moore
Mountain Valley Charitable Fund
Cynthia and John O’Halloran
David and Marla Olson
Linda Pascoe
Piper Sandler Companies
Neil and Stephanie Riley
Lucy Rogers
Dr. Thomas Rumreich and Ruth Ronning
Rustic Roots Winery
Deb Ryun and Steve Rassler
School District of New Richmond
School District of Osceola
Security State Bank of Marine
Thomas Sedlack            
SF Insurance Group
Marschall and Debra Smith
Christopher Sonstegard Charitable Fund
Matt Spector and Lisa Vincent
Nancy Speer and Jim Shaver
St. Croix Preparatory Academy
St. Croix Rods
Ray and Caroline Stacey
Ernie Steck
David Stephens and Susan Ferron
Jon and Jane Stillman
Michael and Heidi Stofferahn
Barbara Swain
Tom Swain Sr.                   
Bonnie Swanson                   
Unity School District
John Velin and Jane Harper
John and Gracy Waugh
Wild Mountain

Royal Credit Union
Coby Somsen and Mark Denker
Kurt and Susan Sroka
Stantec
Stillwater Area Public Schools
John Stoklosa and Nancy Cole
Taylors Falls Scenic Boat Tours & Canoe 
Rental
Gerald and Nancy Viebrock
Jack and Grace Wachlarowicz
Presbury West
Philip Willkie
Xcel Energy

Your support matters to us. This list represents gifts given from January 1, 2023 through December 31, 
2023, and includes in-kind and memorial gifts. Every attempt was made to ensure the accuracy of this list. 
We sincerely regret any errors or omissions. You may call our Development office at 715-483-3300 with  
questions or corrections.

$10,000 +

$9,999 -  5 ,000

$4,999 -  2 ,500

$2,499 -  1 ,000

Anonymous [3]
Erik and Vicki Bergstedt
Colleen and Patrick Bollom
Microsoft
Sam and Angela Schillace
Strobel & Hanson, P.A.
Merry Vinette
Lee S. and Dorothy N. Whitson Fund

Andersen Corporation
Anonymous
Best Buy
David and Patricia Borchert
Deborah Borek
David Cross
Chad and Maggie Dayton
Peter and Mary Gove
Julia Kaemmer Fund of HRK Foundation
Betsy Kremser
Bridget and Ross Levin
Bill and Alida Messinger
Shellee Mierow
Jan and Rick Neville
Polaris Industries LP
Dan and Christine Rice
Tom and Laura Swain
Mary Uppgren and David Drysdale
Brian Van Abel

3M
Anonymous [2]
Brynn Albrecht
Brian and Bonnie Alton                           
Thomas Anderson and Nancy Conger
Ron and Patty Anderson
Sally Arneson and Steve Scallon
Lloyd and Shelley Brandon
Clifton Brittain and Peggy Ladner
Glenn and Keri Ciegler
Katie Clapp and Mark Ward
Randall Clary and Lisa Etzwiler 
Rachael Drumsta
Emmons & Olivier Resources, Inc.
Judy Erickson and Jim Birkholz
Karina Eversley     
Judith Fawcett
Randy Ferrin and Kathy Trombly-Ferrin
First State Bank and Trust
Michael and Dawn Georgieff
Patrick and Martha Gerkey
Mary Goldstein
Great River Energy
David and Katherine Griffith
Richard and Carol Gross
Jennifer Gross        
Dan Guenthner and Margaret Pennings
Roger Hale and Nor Hall
Linda Hall                                  
Craig and Monica Hamer
Richard and Kathryn Hansen          
Gail Hanson
Kathy Harker and Curt Moe
John and Diane Herman
Mary Hintz
Erik Huber                   
Maria and Tim Irwin
Donald Janes
Daniel Jansen
Esther Kellogg
Howard and Shannon Killilea           
Todd King
Arne and Miriam Lagus

Anoka-Hennepin Independent School District
Kris Berggren and Ben Olk
Doug Blanke
Bill and Ginny Buell
Mary Croft
Pietro Hanka Di Lorenzo St. Croix River 
Conservancy Fund of the St. Croix Valley 
Foundation
Jim Dorsey and Dee Gaeddert
James and Judy Freund
Dorothy Goldie
Hayward Fly Fishing Company
Paula and Doug Hemer
Mark and Jean Hoffman
Horst Rechelbacher Foundation
Ernest and Sarah Lehmann
Richard and Sally Leider
Lee Lynch and Terry Saario
Jennifer and Scott Mason
Chris and Dwight Porter
Catharine Reid
River Market Community Co-op

2023 Financial Supporters

$999 -  500
Bruce and Linnea Anderson
Art and Sandy Anderson            
Angry Minnow
Anonymous[2]
Cathy Anson and Peter Vaughan
Jean Appert
Tom Bader    
Bending Branches
Bjorn and Elizabeth Bjornson
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Michael Sarah Boege
Brad and Sonia Borg
David and Sandy Brandt
Amanda and Ben Burgdorf
Katelyn and Joe Claeys
Tim Conlan and Margaret Wieners
Fuller and Connee Cowles
Adam and Bethany Cox           
Abigail Dean
Russell Doby
Bernard and Michele Drevnick
Greg Ekbom
Episcopal Church of the Ascension
Philip and Joanne Fabel
Fiddlehead Kitchen
Fishpond
Tudy Fowler    
Linda Campbell and Fred Quirsfeld
Kit and Lora Friedemann
John and Sarah Garrett
Teddy Gesell
John Goodfellow and Kirsten Vadheim
Stephen Graves
Donald Greenebaum and Beth Honetschlager
H.B. Fuller Company
Lea Hall
Don Hansen and Sydney Paredes
Jon Haven and Becky Clapp Haven
Linda Helland
Krista Hoeschen
Richard Holloway
Richard Ihrig and Dr. Colleen Cooper
Dennis and Carol Ireland Family Community 
Fund
Renee and Paul Johnson
Kevyn Juneau
Thomas Kedrowski
David Shanteau and Madeleine Kerr
Andrew and Karen Kramer
Deborah and Mark Kravik
Michael Kuske
Lift Bridge Builders
Sarah and David Lilja
Jim and Kristen Lindberg
Sarah Lovegreen
Mike and Nancy Lyner
JoAnn Malek
Nancy and Kevin Manley
Robert and Jane Marquard
John and Jeanne Matlock
Middleton Family Foundation
Midwest Environmental Advocates, Inc.
Stuart Milsten and Nicole Emery
Erin and Abigail Moffitt
W. Earl Morren and Vera Ming Wong
National Parks Conservation Association
Caitlin Natural Resources Foundation of 
Wisconsin
Catherine Nelson
Gary Noren and Marty Harding
Thomas and Johanna Omdahl
Patagonia
Doug Plunkett
Tom Quinn and Sue Lamoureux
Pamela and Scott Rasmussen
Harriet Rice
Amanda Rome
Vicki Ryan
John Schenk and Deb Fowler
Steven and Donna Schletty

$499 -  250
Michael and Nancy Addy
David and Sue Astin
Judie and David Babcock
Backroads Coffee
Brandon Berg
James Bergstrom
Charlie and Alice O’Brien Berquist
George Boody and Ann Risch
Melissa Brown
Julie Bunn and Marlon Gunderson
Travis Burgess
Richard Burton and Jackie Cronin
Peter Butler
John Caroon
Ron Christenson
Dave and Sue Clausen
Thomas and Angie Conley
Jane Cowles
Susan and David Crowell
Donna Dalton and Jeff Brower
Mary Delaney
Kristin Durkopp
Susan and Bill Dustin
Margaret Fink
Fishing for All LLC
Kadie Fredell and Greg Elsner
Bernie Friel
Amy and Scott Frischmon
Paul Gentzkow
Sally and Bill Giese
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Gilbertson
Mary Gillespie
John Graham
Gerry Gunderson
Bob and Diane Hagstrom
Karen and Craig Hansen
Jim and Roberta Harper
Jeff and Lucy Heegaard
Diane Henry
John and Colleen Hooley

Independent School District #622
Dana Jackson
Ronald K Johnson
Cathy Johnson
Ron and Sheila Johnson
Andrea Jorgenson
Tom Kigin and Donna Avery
Kimberly-Clark
KPMG LLP
Leon and Susan Kramer
Parke Kunkle
Leah Kuypers
Heather Logelin
Maribeth Lundeen
Lonnie Lovness and Gordon Maltby
Joan and Rick Meierotto
Micron Technology
Claudia Morgan
Stuart Neville
Brad and Lori Nidersson
Jacqueline Nordstrom
Jim and Phyllis O’Connor
Noreen and Kevin Olson
Mary Pettis and Randy Pearson
Peter and Anne Reich
James Reid
Susan and Paul Rodsjo
Fred and Lakmal Rozumalski
Laurie Schmidt and Jeff Comins
Anne Schmiege
Nancy Shook
Brett Sitter
Gretchen and Jack Sjoholm
Victoria Slagle
Madison Steffen
Jeffrey and Kathryn Stonehouse
Duncan Storlie
Lonny and Janet Stormo
Mary T’Kach
Michael and Barbara Teff
Roger Tobin and Linda Blum
Tom Triplett
Josh Van Abel
Penny Van Kampen
Anthony and Joyce Vavoulis
Amy Walsh
Doug Williams
Xylem Inc.
Monica Zachay and Dan Jorgenson
Jim and Kathleen Zavoral

$249 -  100
45th Parallel Distillery
Andrea Adornato
Amazon Smile
Anonymous [4]
Kathren Amoth
Tom and Gail Andersen
Emily Anderson
Chauncey Anderson
Laurel Anderson and David Morris
Pat and Deane Andrie
Pamela Arnold
Alyssa Auten
Virginia Averill
Pat Barrett and Steve Chlebeck
Jeffrey Bartynski
Mark Bearss

Mark Schlingerman
Sarah Schmiege
School District of River Falls
Thomas Scott and Judy Grumstrup-Scott
Amy Short
Barbara Silberbusch
James Schenz and Miriam Simmons
Simms Fishing Products
Sisu Nordic Sauna
Michael and Pamela Smith
Kristina Smitten
St. Croix Valley Foundation
Laurel Stiebler and Dennis Skrade
Steve Suby and Susan Logan
Janette Sweasy
Kristin Tuenge
Kate Uhrhammer
Wendy Ward
John and Susan Weitz
Curtis West
Larry and Mary Whitaker
Wild Rivers Chapter Of Trout Unlimited
Michael Wilhelmi and Anne Bunkers
Dan and Ruth Ann Willius
Jeffrey Willius and Sally Gibson
David Wiseman
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Ryan Bellmont
Barbara and Harold Bend
Hans Bergstedt
William Bergstrom
BioSIM Innovations
Boston Scientific
Jan Braeunig
Erin Brandt
Kevin and Laura Bray
Rebecca Brunette
Nancy and Mark Buley
Burnett County Lakes and Rivers Association
Sarah Busch
Carol Carlson and Getey Ritchott
Paul Chapman
Chuck and Terry Chism
Eliza Chlebeck
Carolyn Nitz and Chris Anderson
Connie and Dave Christianson
Whitney and Sarah Clark
Gerald and Nancy Condon
Pat and Sandy Corcoran
Craig Cowell
Jay and Page Cowles
Jason Cox
David Coyte
Robert Craggs and Anita Fojtik-Craggs
Dave Crawford
Guillermo Cuellar and Laurie MacGregor
Craig Currie
Jeff Currier
Michael and Judith Curtis
Carol Dahl
Darielle Dannen
Anne DeCoster
Barbara Delaney
Patrick and Sarah Delaney
Deluxe Corporation
Loralee and Gene Di Lorenzo
DiaSorin Inc.
Daniel and Cahrene Dimick
Kathryn and John Distel
Pamela and Daniel Donahue
Garrett and Margot Drake
Anthony Drollinger
Robert and Vivian Dunbar
Jodie and John Duntley
Gabriel Durkac
E.P. Rock Elementary School Students
Miriam Early-Nelson
Jerry and Bev Ecklund
Brita Eckman
Laura Elsinger
Daniel Engstrom and Barbara Coffin
Dee Etzwiler and Rob Thallon
Ed and Akemi Fischer
Kate and Paul Flynn
Frederic Adventist Christian School
Frederic Public Library
Leslie and Roger Frick
Stephanie and Arlo Frost
Avery Gentle
Gregory and Jacqueline Gerard
Cindy and John Gilpin
Paul and Georgene Glubke
Jen Goepfert
Terry and Colleen Gorham
Christine Gove
Daniel Green
Jill Greenhalgh and Rolf Dittman

Gary Griswold
Kathy Haines
Barbara Halligan
Henry and Ellen Hanten
Tim and Kathy Harding
John and Ellen Harford
Joan and Jeffrey Harn
Michael and Lucinda Harriage
Steve and Terri Havig
Susan Hedin
Craig Hegdahl and Teresa Lyons-Hegdahl
Becky Hendrickson
Kathleen and Jeffry Henry
John and Melba Hensel
Karen and David Hewes
John and Colleen Holmbeck
Kathy and Mike Hopkins
Robert and Judy Horn
Anne Hunt
Don Hutson
Gerry Jackson
Julie Jensen
Dawn Johnson
Brad and Susan Johnson
Steve and Debra Johnson
Johnson & Johnson
Rozanne Junker
Marian K.
Daniel Kalmon
John Kaul and Gloria Gunville
Darlene Kiefer
Julie Kilpatrick and Andy Jenks
Bonnie Kloos
Gerhard Koosmann
Theresa Kranz
Ron Kroese and Kimberly Colburn
John Lasswell
Bill and Rita Lawson
Christine Lee
Kate Lehmann
LightningCath
Jed Liu
Robert Long
Trudy Lorenz
Elger Lorenzsonn
Becky Lourey
Jenn Lutz
Bill Magnuson
Diane Malfeld
Jim Manning
Russell Manske
Marine Landing LLP
Marine Library Association
Dana and Dave Massopust
Catherine Mayer
Katherine McGill
Michael McGuire
Pat and Terri McKeown
Medtronic Foundation
Brian and Susan Mielke
Jessica Miller
Victoria Miller
Minnesota United Football Club
Donald Mitchell and Barbara Staub
Karen and Wayne Monsen
Bruce Moss
Wendy Moylan
Robert Munson
Helena Myers
Kathy and Jim Namekagon Waters Retreat

Ron and Mary Nelson
Katherine Nielsen
Peg Nolz
Marlene Nordstrom and Kenneth Wood
Tim and Francine O’Brien
Jason Obler
David and Jill Odegard
Timothy Old and Morgan Clifford
John Olson
Kari Oseth
Thomas and Kathryn Paskvan
Solvay Peterson
Mark and Erika Peterson
Ben Pladsen
Postman, Inc.
Proto Lase
Debora Rasmussen and Perry Nelson
Lydia Reid
Marcy Reid
Patrick Ridgely
River Crest Parent Teacher Organization
Rick and Carol Robbins
Ray Ruiz
Mary Jane Sahl and Mark Forsberg
Greg Scarborough
Kathy and Doug Scharfenberg
Lisa Schlingerman and Craig Christensen
Nick and Karen Schmit
School District of Hudson
School District of St. Croix Falls
Susan and Daniel Schultz
Science Museum of Minnesota
Norma and Craig Scott
Phil See
Greg and Kate Seitz
Jerry Serfling
Jill Shannon
Bill and Jackie Smith
Kirby and Marcia Smith
Scott and Paulette Smith
Erik and Syndie Sorensen
John Spanjers and Michelle Trudeau-Spanjers
St. Croix Mind-Body-Spirit
Raymond Standke
Doris Staub
Carol and William Stauffer
Cal and SuzAnn Stenso-Velo
Tanner and Valarie Stofferahn
Nathalie Strassheim
Sunnyside Marina
Lori Swanson and Daniel Anderson
Patrick and Nina Swanson
Switchback Medical 
Craig Tanner
Harold Teasdale
Peter and Fredrika Thompson
Matthew Thueson
Mike and Charity Thurston
Norman and Darlene Toensing
Tim Tougas
Wendy and Steve Tremblay
Justin Tweet
Paul van Vliet
Caroline Vernon and Bruce Holcomb
Kathleen Vesperman
Scott and Nancy Walcker
Janet Wallace
Thomas Warth and Zantha LaFon Warth
Washburn County Lakes and Rivers Association
Watershed Cafe
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Sarah Waterworth
Elizabeth Welty
Barb Wetzel
Nancy and James Whipkey
Linda White
Steve and Terri Wilcox
Sandra and Charles Wilkinson
Jeremy Willius
Warren and Beth Wood
Michael Woolsey
Marianna Young
Kava Zabawa and John Bischoff
Kirstin and Rusty Zaspel
Greg Zick

$99 -  50
Tim Anderson
Emilie Anderson
Anna’s Bistro
Christina and Duane Arndt
Sarah Atkins Hoggatt
Thomas Bean
Richard Bend
Gladys Benson
Nancy Berry
John Bessermin
David Best
Paula Bhagyam
Leif Bjornson and Meg Luhrs
Kristen Blann
Margaret Boike
Teresa Borzcik
Dawn Bulera
Stephanie and Jim Cappelleri
Jen Caruso
Barbara Casey
Monika Chandler
Clem and Connie Clooten
Elizabeth Closmore
Angella Coffee
John and Anne Collins
Jim Cooper and Cheryl Riley
James Cunningham and Rachel Fry Cunning-
ham
Lori Delahunt
Cory DeLorme
Jen Demulling
Vicki and Troy DeWitt
Jim and Becky Dibble
Greg Dietl
Linda and Steven Elbert
Jan Eldridge
Lee Fabel
Ed and Kathy Fagerlund
Steve Fanning
Louise Fawcett
Mark Feigal
Mary Fernstrum
Sean Ford
Frankie’s Live Bait and Marine
Matt Frasch
Cameron Freisinger
Friends Of The Namekagon Barrens Wildlife 
Area
Michael Gallagher and Linda Cullen Galla-
gher
Geoffrey Gates and Deborah Rasmussen
Brian Gildemeister

Ted and Michelle Gostomski
David Graham and Therese Pautz
Dean Gray
James Grillo
Bret Halle
Dean C Hansen
Susan Harris and Patricia Tieken
Antony Harrison
Dave and Peggy Hayden
Archie Hazzard Jr
Crista Heinrich
Monty Helm
Dana Herman
Sarah Hernandez
Paul Hoeft
Valerie Hogan and Thomas Lindfors
Donald and Kari Holmberg-Burger
Darla Hughes
Karen Hulstrand
Patti Hurd and Dean Montour
Paul Hurley
Elizabeth Indra
Carol Ingersoll
Tom Irvine
Curtis and Mary Jo Jackson
Jonathan and Karen Jacobs
Andy and Kristin Johnson
William Johnson
Tammi Johnson
Greg and Barb Johnson
Frank and Peggy Johnson
Arlene Jones-Swenson
Audry Kahlstrom
Kanabec Soil & Water Conservation District
Jane Keyes
Keith Kissell
Rand and Susan Kluegel
Jared Koenigsfeld
Kothe Family
Brian Kraabel
Michael and Diane Kretz
Jarell Kuney
Christopher LaValla
Michael Leadholm and Barbara Eastwold
Michael Leimer
Heidi Louise and Curt Campbell
Leah Lovley
Mary Lusher and Jeff Peterson
John Lyons
Nancy M Schryer
Pierre MacGillis
Leslie MacKenzie and Peter Foster
Raymond and Jacquelyn Marshall
Emilee Martell
James Martin
Molly Martin
Harry and Cecilia Martin
Jerry Doherty and Sheila Maybanks
Barbara McAfee
Peg Medcraft
Jeff and Linda Mendenhall
Hanna Mierow
Corey Mohan
Bradley Molstad and Mary Japs
Arthur and Mary Monson
Jeffrey Mortensen
Deborah Murphy
Joel Nelson
Mitchell Noah
Jane Norbin

Roy and Cammie Olson
Laura and Thomas Olson
David Overfield
Alison and David Page
Samuel Peters
Robert and Alice Peters
Randy and Denise Plachecki
Olivia Poelmann
Trisha Pollock
Craig Poorker and Joanie Miller
Joan and Helmut Porcher
Kathryn Prochnau
Project Wild Rooted LLC
Denise Remick
Amy Ries
Susan Rosa
Mark and Carol Rossi
Keith and Lisa Ruehlow
Patricia Ryan
Kyle Sandersen
susan sauer
Michael Schifsky and Doris Ong-Schifsky
Jennifer and Rick Schneider
Andrea Schotzko
Drew Scranton
Douglas Seitz and Joan Beaver
Amy Sheehan
Katie Sickmann
Carol Skinner
Anne Sonnee
William Sonzogni
Jaime Souza
Kathy Stahl and Leon Boland
Cheryl and Jack Starr
Thomas Stender
Karen Stuesser
Diane Swenson
Thomson Reuters
Daniel and Patricia Thurk
Mike Torp
Lyndon Torstenson
Susan and Tony Trinko
Tyler Tucker
David Ukestad
Uncle Egil’s Corp
Michele Vaillancourt
Robert Vogler and Susan Lynch
Voya Financial
Melissa Wallace
Susan Wallin
Ann Wasescha
Beth Wegmann
Scott and Jane Weiss
Warren White and Mary Sicora
Wild River Outfitters
Marilyn Woolley
Kate Wright and Adam Mahler
Gloria Wrigley
October Yates
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Gifts Given in 
Memory Of
Terry Acers
Dr Richard and Millie Addy
Georgiana Anderson
Robert Appert
Anthony Barrows
Jeremy Bonner
Ray Burgess
Judy Caroon
Sharon Clapp
Jack Delaney
Pietro Di Lorenzo
Berkley Duckson
Charles and Bonnie  Graham
Carol Gross
John and Mary Helen Haines
John Helland
Henry Hovey
Jeffrey Johannsen
David Johnson
Mariellyn Kuske
Sally Lehmann
William Lundell
Anita Lusher
Paul Martinson
Susan (Suzie) May
Hans Mikkelsen
Walter Mondale
Bill and Betty Nemec
William Peterson
Suzanne River
Rose Schoen
Lawrence Silbernagel
Tom Sladek
John Slagle
Al Soukup
Judy Swanson
Randy Thoreson
Lenore Tomson
Pamela Troxell
Dr. Ann Whelan Arnold
Barbara Wolle
Sally Zoller

Gifts Given in  
Honor Of
Lisa Doerr
Paul Fink
Fitzie
Susannah Foster
Don and Arvonne Fraser
Geoffrey Gates
Mary Gillespie
Buck and Britta Harris
George Hazzard
Steve Hendrickson
Kellie Krick Oborn
Lily Pad Kayak Club Members
Christine Maefsky
Molly
Vera Myers
Caroline Nitz and Stu Neville
Alice O’Brien Berquist
Deb Ryun and Bethany Cox
Ken Schmiege
Steve Short and Coni Day Mann
Amy Short
The Dakota People
Tom Swain
Wild Rivers Conservancy Staff
Dan Willius
Susan and Bob Wilmers

Grants and Agreements
Fred C. and Katherine B. Andersen Foundation
Anonymous
Chisago County, Minnesota
Friends of the St. Croix Wetland Management District
Hispanic Access Foundation
KPMG U.S. Foundation, Inc.
National Park Foundation
National Park Service
National Park Trust
Pine County, Minnesota
St. Croix National Scenic Riverway Fund of the St. Croix Valley Foundation
The Fredrickson & Byron Foundation
Archie D. and Bertha H. Walker Foundation
Washington County, Minnesota
Wisconsin Bird Conservation Partnership
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
Xcel Energy Foundation

We invite you to continue  
supporting our mission in 2024 

Donate today with the provided envelope or by  
scanning the QR code for our secure online donation platform.

P
h

o
to

: 
C

ra
ig

 B
la

c
k

lo
c

k



15

What’s my legacy? With retirement looming, I have spent a good deal of time lately thinking about 
what I’ve accomplished after 15 years of leading Wild Rivers Conservancy, and what my legacy to 
the Riverway will be. What will live on well beyond my time serving you and the Riverway?

First and foremost, it has been great to see the growth in membership and expanded programs 
and services. An internship program has been created in the Riverway. I’m proud we have given 
so many young people the opportunity to launch a career in the environmental field. It’s been 
a joy introducing more people to the river and the natural splendor that makes this place spe-
cial through what has become the Explore Wild Rivers program. The rewards of bringing people  
together to work toward the common goal of protecting the St. Croix and its watershed have 
been so much more than I ever dreamed possible. 

I also think about the financial stability of Wild Rivers Conservancy. People give in many differ-
ent ways. Several people have joined the Nelson-Mondale Legacy Society with a pledge to give 
through their will or trust. Others joyously give larger gifts while they can still see the results, 
through appreciated stock, their donor advised fund, or donate a portion of their retirement 
plans required minimum distribution. Many of these options have tax benefits for the donor.

Personally, I have planned a fairly straightforward legacy gift to Wild Rivers Conservancy. Forty 
percent of my retirement plan has been designated to the Wild Rivers Conservancy. An original 
oil painting of the St. Croix River near Taylors Falls created by Mary Pettis is also a planned gift 
to the organization. Giving this painting to Wild Rivers to use as needed is another way to give. 
After I’ve enjoyed it for so many years, the painting could grace someone else’s wall and help 
protect the Riverway.

For me, it is always a joy to learn how the river has touched people’s lives. As I’ve said in the past, 
that is one of the best parts of my job. Thankfully, I am not immune to the Riverway’s charms and 
magic. The Riverway has brought me comfort, peace, joy, companionship, laughter, and new dis-
coveries. It requires me to live in the moment, forcing me to slow down and pay close attention 
to the surroundings. I am beholden to it, and I’m compelled to do what I can to give back to it.

Everyone creates and tells their own life story, it is what makes you unique. Do you know what 
your riverway legacy will be? Are you building a Riverway legacy, through gift or deed? Are you 
one of the many Riverway Champions? Leaving a legacy gift to Wild Rivers Conservancy of the  
St. Croix & Namekagon honors those that stood up to protect the Riverway in the past, present, 
and future. Join me in making a plan to help protect the Riverway forever.

Cheers to the future!

A LEGACY STARTS WITH US
Deb Ryun |  Wild Rivers Conservancy’s First  Executive Director  
Retiring June 2024

Photo: Mark Sampson
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Our Fall Fundraiser, Forever Wild, is returning to  
Rustic Roots on Thursday, September 12th, 2024 

Don’t miss out on this special night of giving for the 
Riverway. Purchase your tickets or sponsorship now: 
fundraiser.support/wildrivers2024

FOREVER

Tickets on sale now


