
INVASIVE SPECIES
ACTIVITY PACKET

Engage young people, the next generation of decision

makers, to protect our natural resources with these

critical thinking activities that show how non-native

invasive species are affecting the forests and rivers that

Tucker the Turtle and his friends call home.



Invasive Species
Definition: A non-native aggressive organism that is in some way harmful to
either the environment, economy, or human health.

Zebra mussel Invasive Carp EurasianWatermilfoil

Native to Eurasia, these mussels
outcompete and smother native
mussels, clog intake pipes, and
alter food webs.

Native to Asia, these four species
alter food webs. The silver carp can
jump ten feet out of the water, posing
harm to people.

Native to Eurasia, this plant
outcompetes natives for light and
space, changing habitat whole and
making boating difficult.

Why do we care about invasive species?
• They take over – they don’t play nice, and they kick out the other species. This means our entire
ecosystems change, and we are at risk for losing some of our native species.

• Some of them are harmful to people. Some plants like wild parsnip burn your skin if you touch them;
broken zebra mussel shells on beaches will cut your feet; and jumping silver carp can knock you off
your boat.

• They can impact how we use our outdoor areas. Curlyleaf pondweed dies in early summer, and its

decaying leaves lead to increased nutrient levels and subsequent algae blooms.

What can kids do about invasive species? Kids are an important part of our solution!

• Kids who fish should never release their bait (throw it out!).

• Kids whose families own boats can help check the boat and trailer for attached plants and animals to
pick off before leaving the river or lake.

• Kids can learn which invasive species are in the area, and keep an eye out! Let an adult know if you
see something.

• Finally… kids can talk about invasive species. Tell a parent or guardian. Tell a friend. Write about it in
the school newspaper. The more people who know, the more we can protect our waters.

Contact information:
Maria Young, Invasive Species Coordinator 
myoung@wildriversconservancy.org

mailto:myoung@wildriversconservancy.org























	Invasive Species Activity Packet_update_4-23.pdf
	AIS One Pager.docx.pdf
	Invasive-Species-Activity-Packet_FINAL-2.pdf



