ST. CROIX RIVER ASSOCIATION

INVASIVE SPECIES
ACTIVITY PACKET

Engage young people, the next generation of decision
makers, to protect our natural resources with these
critical thinking activities that show how non-native
invasive species are affecting the forests and rivers that
Tucker the Turtle and his friends call home.

St. Croix r1 River e

ASSOCIATION



Invasive Species

Definition: A non-native aggressive organism that is in some way harmful to either the
environment, economy, or human health.

Zebra mussel Invasive Carp Eurasian Watermilfoil

Sowes: Robona HiL VLR © 2007

Why do we care about invasive species?
« They take over —they don't play nice, and they kick out the other species. This means our entire
ecosystems change, and we are at risk for losing some of our native species.

« Some of them are harmful to people. Some plants like wild parsnip burn your skin if you touch them:;
broken zebra mussel shells on beaches will cut your feet; and jumping silver carp can knock you off
your boat.

» They can impact how we use our outdoor areas. Curlyleaf pondweed dies in early summer, and its
decaying leaves lead fo increased nutrient levels and subsequent algae bloom:s.

What can kids do about invasive species? Kids are an important part of our solution!

« Kids who fish should never release their bait (throw it out!).

« Kids whose families own boats can help check the boat and trailer for attached plants and animals
to pick off before leaving the river or lake.

+ Kids can learn which invasive species are in the area, and keep an eye out! Let an adult know if you
see something.

 Finally... kids can talk about invasive species. Tell a parent or guardian. Tell a friend. Write about it in
the school newspaper. The more people who know, the more we can protect our waters,

Contact information:
Katie Sickmann, Invasive Species Coordinator katies@scramail.com, (715) 483-3300
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Find the Pests that Damage Tucker’s Home!!
Non-native invasive species can be introduced into an area for a variety of reasons but these
organisms harm river, wetland, and forest habitats that native plants need to survive.
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Word Bank:

CHINESE MYSTERY SNAIL JAPANESE STILTGRASS

EMERALD ASH BORER KUDzZU

GARLIC MUSTARD MILE-A-MINUTE

GYPSY MOTH PURPLE LOOSESTRIFE

HEMLOCK WOOLLY ADELGID SNAKEHEAD FISH

HYDRILLA TREE OF HEAVEN Learn more about Tucker the Turtle at

JAPANESE KNOTWEED ZEBRA MUSSEL http://www.phcwpma.org/Tucker/.




Tucker the Turtle Crossword Puzzle

Learn more about Tucker the Turtle at http://www.phcwpma.org/Tucker/.

Tucker is a 10 year old Eastern box turtle who lives in the mountains
of West Virginia. In the past few years, he has noticed many changes
in the plants and animals living around him. Spring wildflowers are
disappearing, trees like native hemlocks are dying, and many strange,
new critters have moved into the neighborhood. These critters are
non-native invasive and they don’t belong in Tucker’s home. These
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2. | self-pollinate and can grow up to ten inches in two days!
9. | grow in dense mats and thrive where disturbances are found

11. My flowers are pure white and | am a tasty addition to many recipes

12. 1 am making my way up the bay eating fish, frogs, and turtles on the way
14. | can grow in all types of water, so clean your equipment between each trip!
15. 1 am an insect that kills the mighty Hemlock trees

15

Down

1. I have beautiful purple flowers but | take over native wetland habitat

3. My body is bullet-shaped and metallic green in color

4. | attach to boats, pipes, and pilings and outcompete native species

5. | spin my silken thread and can leave the mighty oak trees bare

6.1 am a newer pest that can carry diseases that harm humans

7. My stalks resemble bamboo and my flowers are white as snow

8. My long antennae are banded black and white

10. My leaves resemble hickories but lack their many teeth

13. | smother native plants by growing up to three feet high in a single day
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Take each letter in the numbered cells and write them below in the correct box to decode the secret
message!
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1. Discuss ways in which you can help the woods, rivers, and wetlands where Tucker lives from non-native
invasive species?

2. What are some of the effects invasive species have on native habitats?

Learn more about Tucker the Turtle at http://www.phcwpma.org/Tucker/.




Tucker Loves Wetlands!
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Tucker loves to explore the beautiful wetlands around his home. But his favorite spots are quickly being taken over
by purple loosestrife, a non-native invasive species. This plant may have beautiful purple flowers but it grows
quickly! We must work to protect Tucker’s favorite areas from disappearing!

Learn more about Tucker the Turtle at http://www.phcwpma.org/Tucker/.







These Gypsy Moth Caterpillars are eating all my beautiful oak frees!
What will my forest friends eat without oak acorns?
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Japanese Knotweed looks like harmless bamboo,
but don't be fooled—it's a danger to our streams and trout!
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Purple Loosestrife may look pretty, but it takes ov

other wildflowers. Didn't anyone tell it “sharing is car
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